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By RON FOURNIER, AP Political Writer 


hlK >N ' Pf f' ?\ nt Pu ® h elected after castin 9 Al Gore (news - websites) as a serial exaggerator and borderline liar is 

now being accused of stretching the truth about Iraq ( news - web sites Vs weapons of mass destruction. 



It is an irony that Democratic rivals would like to convert to a campaign issue — a broad attack on Bush's credibility. 

But many party leaders fear the president may be immune to accusations that his rhetoric falls short of the facts 
and not just on Iraq, but on education, tax cuts, trade, the environment, homeland security and other policies. 


As a popular president with a Reaganesque reputation for delegating responsibility, Bush will get the benefit of the 
doubt from voters unless Democrats unite behind a sustained campaign to undermine his integrity, according to 
party strategists around the country and aides to Democratic presidential candidates. 

Even if they make all the right political moves, Democrats concede that character attacks may not work as well on 
Bush as they did against Gore in 2000. 


I think it's going to be a pretty hard sell right now," said Tricia Enright, communications director for 
see the case being made by a broad range of Democrats, and that's what it will take to gain steam. 1 


presidential candidate Howard 


Dean. 


don't 


Dean and his presidential rivals are doing their part. Keying off the Bush administration's failure so far to find the Iraqi weapons the candidates 
are trying to make an issue of Bush's trustworthiness. ’ UdMUIUdies 


Sen. Bob Graham (news, bio, yqting_iecord) of Florida, former chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee accused Bush of "a 
deception and deceit. Other candidates have tried to build the issue into a consuming Watergate-style controversy. 


pattern of 


"The question now is going to become, 'What did the president know, and when did he know it?'" Dean said. 


Though banned material may yet be found, even some administration officials 
predicted by Bush — or in as threatening a form. 


now conclude that weapons will not be discovered in the quantities 


****** that m ° st p ? ople think Claims of banned weapons were exaggerated, but they also do not think the administration deliberately 
misled Americans about those weapons. y 


Trust in the president has remained high, with more than seven in 10 saying they find Bush to be honest and 


trustworthy. 


JiinSfu 116 W3S persor T'y a devious man at all. He's a decent guy," said Democrat Dan Glickman, former agriculture secretary in the 
Clinton White House and member of the House Intelligence Committee from 1987-1995. 

President Bush shows a great deal of flexibility, shall we say, in the ideology he espouses that sometimes belie the facts," Glickman said "but 
every president does those things. ’ 

The candidates say Bush has fudged the facts on issues well beyond Iraq, including: 

_ Education. While the president promotes his "No Child Left Behind" legislation, state and local officials struggle to pay for the standardized tests 


















































Missoi ,r i said. 


Sen. John Kerry (news, bio, voting^ from a child tax credit. 

_ Deficits. Bush p,edged to bring fisca, sanity to Washington, but he ■■brought back the era of big and bioated government,- Gephardt said. 

- websites), trade and Iraq™"©!? courtly Shewed JiSrea^ed^oS'ty; GraS slid 8 by BUSh ' S m ° ves ° n global warming 

^WeThouS notcede thfefes^'faS S^h^E^ l ° Prepare f ° r fUtUre attacks ' 

Democrats may have to cede the credibility issue. 

"SctsfE'dort 23 Sf' * Dem ,° h Cra,,C POl,fcal «“•**« in Ohio. -Lite they did to, 

wrong or he says something wrong, he gets a pass.'"' 9 the 9 ° Vemment - His advisers are. When things go 

« -• *>« a 3 a,„s, terrorism tha, has the puMc secure 

besmirched the Clinton-Gore team. President Clinton (news - web sites), who was dogged by questions about his honesty that 


ou-^.. 

But, Axelrod said, "You have to ask whether he's been leveling with people on a range of things and whether he trusts people with the truth." 


EDITOR'S NOTE - Ron Fournier has covered the White House and national politics since 1993 
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